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CHARGE OF DISCRIMINATION 

.  FRISDICTION 

On October ?). 2011, Complainant 	 " -,:omplainant") tiled a 
complaint --'111 the 	 Department of 	)using and Urban Development 
("Department" or -. F11 	 that Respondent Gerald Peterson t 'Respondent") 
violated 	-110e, 	 :mended in 1988, 42 U.S.C. § 360l 	I" lie 

commodation request and making staiemeins 



IL 	sl NIA, 11-0 OF kJ. 	G 111( s 	st 'TORT OF  

1 OH III 	1.1 	 HL' 	 In 111C 

11(l) 	 f eterinin ition 	 C,Juse, Respondent 	irigel 	ith 

HM11,11111:1 	 omplitinant, 	 c'u person as ,..letined 	t 

has,! rril Llisthilit%, in violation of 4.2 	3tPti4ift 	 Ilows: 

A. 1.1:1; 11, .11 -111()RITY 

o discriminate ;tgAinst any person in the terms, conditions, or privileges 
rental of a dvvcllin, or in the provision of services or facilities in 

connection with such dwelling,because of a disability of that person. 42 U.S.C. 
IjI(2). For the purposes of § 3o(4(I), "discrimination" includes a refusal to 

make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies, practices, or services, when such 

accommodations may he necessar) to afford such person equal opportunity to use and 

enjoy a dwelling. 42 U.S.C. S -;604(1)(3)(3), 

av, till to make, print or publish, or cause to be made, printed, or published, 
nonce. stateinew, 	Ht. crtisement with respect to the sale or rental of a dwelling 

the indieittes an\ preterence. limitation. 	discrimination based on disability, or an 
intention to make WI ■ such preference, imitation, or discrimination. 42 U.S.C. 

13. 1 R"rIES Ai 
	

ECT PRON.:RAN 

Deri 	the time 	d !; e 	a till; L•1, Complainant physical and 
pl....anal 	di,abiliti 	tier 	p. ,icdi 	:.Inca 	mental 	c(riditions 	i bstantially 	limit 
( owninapt . 	Hr life - 	!\ Hes. i ■ Icki, in,2 ;i1<int.! care - ' 	I, sociali:-/in 	, 1: 

ipa—taining 	t 	those lllilit;i!ii IN. 1t all refs" 1 t 
.11  ,L,.,.....:i 	-line' 	 Act. 



8, 17_Ifi,fg the time 	'riod iele\ ant to this e:ise. 1;espond,mt emplov ed Richard Black to 

, vith the operation 	stiNcct ploperty, One of Pich:ud Black's duties 

1dc3 	the ,:oniact tor the .cuwits residing at thc 	et property, as 

Re l'lli...k it lives far .;\\;1\ and Is often absent irom the subied propel- iv 

C. FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

9, Since in or around 2004, Complainant has been experiencing extensive medical 
problems, resulting in approximately 12 major sur2crics'. She continues to experience 

medical problems as of the date of this Charge. 

10, In or around late August of 2011, Complainant started looking for housing, due to a 

breakup of :1 IIH -standing romantic relationship. 

II In or around early September of 2011, Complainant submitted a rental application for 
an available unit at the subject property. She paid a 51.100 deposit for a unit at the 
subject property, which included ;I 5500 deposit and Sh00 payment for the last-

rem. Complainant took possession of a unit at the subject property on or 
about September 7, 2011, 

(-, , inplainant was never required to sign a lease for the subject property. At all times 
rclev iint to this Charge her adult so 	.sided in the apartment, though he %vas 
often not at home, 

13, The subject property had a "no pets" policy. 	In compliance With this policy, 
Complainant parted with two dogs that she had lived wnh for many ycais. 

14. Shortly after she moved into the subject property, Complain_ir,t oi, derv\--nt two 
,tdditional surg.,•nes 	Around this ,,1111:: tiln e, Complainant's 	::cal 	3 

nig notably. ink :ea, 

her 

71 



sht: IdinrInt 1•C:111,",:d !hat lAhat 	a, with 1 	her emotional 

distress 	is alle\ lated. 	omplamant felt good about rescuitn2 	and she felt 

~Ilied .1 .In(l 	)t alone. t omplamant Attelmined that the old\ thin,2. that made her 

happ■ `.\d, 	 \, h„:11 	for liiIiec l 	nd holu hn, 	 her' 

-:cv•LIII 	 bed il,r1 11.2. 	 nant felt thallierg;n.c her a 

purpose 	modY,ned her to CIlr';IL' 111 actiN ities that she prey ions1:\ found very 

difilcu lt. \loti 	 need to Care It., 	Complainant soon slarted going out 

and seek inc; work. 

1 . Complainant's emotional support cat, 	alleviated symptoms of Complainant's 

disabilities; she needed him in order to have the equal use and enjoyment of her unit 

at the subject property. 

19. On or about October 20, 2011, Complainant's therapist provided her with a note, 

i;llii it that Complainant "meets the definition of handicap under the Fair Housing 

lit and that reasonable accommodations jsicl is necessary" and recommending an 

emotional support animal to alle\ ;ate her -emotional distress.- 

20. On or about October 20, 2011, after she obtained the ahovementioned therapist's 

note, Complainant called Richard Black in an attempt to learn when Respondent 

would he present at the subject property, so she that she could tender the note to him. 

Richard Black, however, did not answer the phone. 

21. On or about October 22, 2011, Respondent Peterson went to Complainant's unit, 

accompanied by Richard filack. Complainant was :done in the unit with her cat, 

111111111kke ondcnt entered Complainant's unit and shi‘uted. 'Oh, I hear von got a cat!" 

or 	,),ords to ihai et ccl. Complainant responded that 	vas an emotional 
slippoo 	and liii! ,lie had a doctor's note .111,0,\ 	cat and attempted to 

ent 	mpiit's note. Ri..‘polideni ihre,,\ 11 	note on thin floor, 

	

! ' 	- No pets .Illo',,cdr" 	 ei rid .,JC it, or 
gat effect, 
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cc) onspc0\ the Colrowing thon[H,!, ,  

24. 	 mg at Complainant on Ot,.to 	" 	R. 1 ,,,, ) ,L n t ,A em i oi  t o  tell 

t. 	 that he !lad 1 , lice had a unit with cats and he 	no! Ltei Ilie smell out. 

Complain 

 
Hit responded that ,lie was not resp,h ,;ible tOr 	sdsc ,  and and that 

t h ere 	;y, 	for 	 Respondent replied that Complainant 

could keep We 	II 	1 :,he paid Lin additional S1.000 seen) it 	deposit. 	\\Then  
Complair,int c\plained that site alreJdv paid a S.-500 sectirik deposit. Respondent 
oticycd ICI reduce the extra deposit to 	\\ hen  Compl,unaut said It was just orie 

cat. Respondent shouted, "I don't care what you fucking Mink. ;‘ , tu are goint; to pa% it 

or get rid of the cat!" or words Ti that effect. Respondent then lett the unit, Collowed 

by Rieliard Black. 

Thron , Thotit the October 22, 2011 confrontation, Complain,itt attempted to hand her 

therapist.-  note to Respondent 5cv cral times. Each time. Respondent threw it down 
or threw it away without reading it. Respondent refused to engage in the interactive 

process. 

26. Throtr.tllotit the October 22i 7011 confrontation, Respondent was "red in the ace" 
and shontinjz. 

27. Respondent's angry demeanor, shouting and cursing during the October 22, 2011 
confrontation intimidated Complainant. Additionally, Complainant became 

distressed and upset 	Respondent's ref usid to even read her therapist's note and was 
angi \ because she Melt Respondent was "mean," "uncaring," and "judgmental." when 

he stated there was "nothing wrong" with her. Furthermore. Respondent's refusal to 
allow Complainant to keep her cait and his thri.•al of eviction made her fearful about 

	

hoinc1,2— The emotional distrcss,-4 and :in 	JrLing out of the October  
2011 confrontation caused her to ex reri.,.'!ick.' a FccIAITC1102 of the more severe 
sv mptom, 	her depression, and she stayed in bed for 	She suffered various 

including insomnia and :,:;11 

A 	t  I t, \I 	\I IA 	\ I I()V., 



with ilic 	ening, where "disk_iitilination” includes a refusal to make reasonable 
accommodations. 42 U.S.C. 	 360400)(B). 

30. As described in paragraphs 1S to 24 above, after Complainant stated that her cat was 
necessary to ameliorate the symptoms of her disability and handed Respondent her 
therapist's note, Respondent responded that her request for reasonable 
accommodation to allow her an emotional support animal was "ridiculous:" that 
others have sued him and he won; that he would not read her therapist's note because 
it was "bullshit; that he would only allow her to keep her emotional support animal if 
she paid an extra security deposit; and that she must "get rid of the fucking cat or I get 
rid of youl-  Accordingly, Respondent violated Section 804(c) of the Act by making 
statements with respect to the sale or rental of a dwelling that indicate preference and 
limitation based on disability. 42 U.S.C. §3604(c). 

III. CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
De“ilopment, through the Office of the Regional Counsel, and pursuant to Section 
3610(g)(2)(A) of the Act, hereby charges Respondents with engaging in discriminatory 
housing practices in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 3604(0(2) and (c) of the Act, and prays that 
an order be issued that: 

Declares that the discriminatory housing practices of Respondent as set forth above 
violate the Fair Housing Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. §§ 3601, et seiT; 

Enjoins Respondent, his agents, employees, and successors, and all other persons in 
active concert or participation with him from further violation of the Act; 

Einoins Respondent. hi, agents. ci-nployees, and sliccessors, and all other persons in 
participation isAtli !um from 

beisiai 	aspelr of the pilrehi:e , )t- i- ctiLti of a dwelling; 

3. 	 !,,,,i)cl al• 
inji i i 	 R i - 

will fully t.dmpen ,ate l omplaimita fot in and all 
ind 

tr,k 
	 Haw. 	tianst Ri,:spondcia for his violation of the Act 

« )1•R \I ) \Iry ■ R, 

wird] ( 
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LISA \l. ) 	IWENINAN 
Supervi,()i- y 	 ;soy 

for Fair liy.using 

SOL TERENCE KIM 
Trial Attorney 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 
Office of Regional Counsel-Region V 
77 West Jackson Boulevard, Room 2633 
Chicago, Illinois 60604-3507 
Tel: (312) 913-8019 
Fax: (312) 886-4944 

Date: 	 
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